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Berlins 4. MANEO Kuss-Marathon  
 

Protect Every Kiss – Berlin kisses for more tolerance 
 
On the occasion of the International Day against Homophobia the 
gay Anti-Violence-Project MANEO is calling for the 4. Kiss-Marathon.  
 
This year’s event „protect every kiss“ takes place on 

 
May 17, 2010 
12.30 pm 
opposite the Embassy of the Republic of Uganda 
Axel-Springer-Str. 54a 
10117 Berlin 

 
The public Kiss-Event opposite the Embassy of the Republic of Uganda has the aim to demon-
strate peacefully against the “Anti-Homosexuality-Bill” the Ugandan parliament is currently nego-
tiating. The draft legislation includes long terms of imprisonment and in some cases the death 
penalty for homosexual relationships. In addition, human rights activists in Uganda are threatened 
by long terms of imprisonment if they inform about homosexuality or support the concerns of ho-
mosexuals. Alarming is furthermore that the homophobic atmosphere is fueled by religious 
groups from the USA and their missionaries on-site1, how many media already reported at the 
end of 2009. 
 
„Show solidarity, send signals“ 
 
„With our kiss we wish to send a peaceful signal against homophobia. By demonstrating against 
the Ugandan draft legislation we not only commemorate the victims of homophobic violence 
worldwide, but also put in mind that homophobia is still part of everyday life in Germany“, says 
                                                 
1 Deutsche Welle Online, Artikel vom 30.04.2010: http://www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,5510065,00.html 



   
 

 
 
MANEO-project manager Bastian Finke. „May 17th is the “International Day against Homopho-
bia“. On this day we denounce the fight against exclusion, discrimination and violence against 
homosexuals in our society, in Europe and in the whole world.“. 
 
„Fag“ is swearword no. 1 
 
Even though the political commitment during the last decades in Germany has paid off so far and 
queer life is increasingly being accepted, violence and hostilities are still part of the experience of 
homosexuals in our country. Even the visibility of gays and lesbians in public is to many people 
still a provocation. „Holding hands or kissing is sometimes already enough to cause hostilities, 
aggressions and sometimes immediate physical violence. This happens daily – not only here in 
Berlin, but also in the rest of the country“, reports Bastian Finke from MANEO’s victim support 
work. 
 
Homophobia is global – but not internationally socially acceptable 
 
A look at other countries is reason to be concerned. In the past months especially the Ugandan 
legislative initiative made headlines. The draft of the „Anti Homosexuality Bill“ includes the death 
penalty and long term imprisonment for homosexuals and human rights organizations supporting 
them. Voluntary same-sex relationships between adults shall be punished with life sentences. 
 
Only the hard negative international response made the Ugandan president distance himself from 
the passing of the law. By that time the homophobic atmosphere in Uganda got drastically worse. 
 
Uganda is just a sad example among numerous others. Alone on the African continent homo-
sexuality is a crime in 37 out of 53 states. The problem is, however, not limited to Africa. The 
homophobic Ugandan legislative initiative was mainly initiated by American Evangelicals. Their 
doctrines have supporters also in Europe.  
 
„Homophobia concerns us all!“ 
 
Bastian Finke: „Homophobia is not on the retreat. This 
concerns us all. Only our attention can prevent the 
harder persecution of homosexuals at home and abroad. 
Vigilance and solidarity are called for. 
 
This is why we are meeting on the “International Day 
against Homophobia“ opposite the Ugandan Embassy in 
Berlin. We bring the kiss – a symbol for love - out in the 
open to demonstrate publically against homophobia, in 
Uganda and in all the countries of the world. The dem-
onstration in front of the Ugandan Embassy is a peaceful 
symbol for our solidarity with the victims of homophobia 
and homophobic violence.“. 
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